
MINISTERôS  

MOMENT 

As we quickly approach 

our Christmas Season, we 

have many people and 

events to celebrate in our 

faith community.  We 

trust you will enjoy the 

interviews with Doris 

Saywell and Margaret 

Boyce.  We thank them 

for sharing their stories 

with us.   

Our Newsletter keeps us 

connected in a personal 

way and at this time of 

year, in the midst of all 

that keeps us busy, we 

hope you take a few mo-

ments to read about some 

of the happenings at Trin-

ity. 

Our community is gifted 

with so many generous and 

delightful people.  I would 

like to thank, again, Mary-

leah Otto our interviewer 

and book reviewer/

contributor and Sharon 

Kittson our editor for her 

dedication in putting it all 

together for us. 

We trust that during the 

Christmas Season you will 

know the spirit of the Crea-

tor, in the little Child and in 

all you encounter. 

Rev. Kathleen Mowat 

AND NOW.. 

Words from Dan 

Since this past September 

2011, many new musical 

initiatives have begun at 

the church! 

Ukulele Group: an 

eclectic mix of people of 

all ages have come to-

gether to learn how to 

play the ukulele, which is 

a stringed instrument 

ideal for beginners yet 

versatile enough to chal-

lenge even the most ad-

vanced musicians. These 

lessons are a free service 

provided by the church! 

You might see the group 

in action this holiday 

season, as we fulfill our 

original goal of  

Continued on Pg. 7 

SPECIAL SERVICES YOU SHOULD 
KNOW ABOUT FOR DECEMBER  

Have you or do you find 

Christmas a  challenging 

time of year?  Perhaps you 

may find solace and com-

fort this season.  We have 

some wonderful Services 

that will soothe your soul 

and bring the Christmas 

Spirit back into your lives. 

Tidings of Comfort  

Candlelight Service 

Sunday December 4th at 

7:00 p.m. 

Cellar Singers Concert 

Friday Dec. 9 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

Sunday School Childrenôs 

Christmas  Pageant & 

White Gift Service 

NO EARLY SERVICE 

Sunday December 11th at 

our 10:30 a.m Service 

Ladiesô Christmas   

Dinner  

Wednesday December 14th.  

Dinner will be served at 6:00 

p.m. Tickets are $12.00, they 

go fast!  Call Linda at the 

office to reserve your ticket! 

705-687-2542 

 CHRISTMAS MUSIC AND 

READINGS  

NO EARLY SERVICE 

Sunday December 18th at 

10:30 a.m. Service 

CHRISTMAS EVE  

Saturday December 24th  

4:00 p.m.  Family Ser-

vice 

7:30 p.m.  Evening Ser-

vice 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

ONE SERVICE ONLY 

Sunday December 25 at 

10:30 a.m.  

NEW YEARôS DAY 

ONE SERVICE ONLY  

Sunday January 1st at 

10:30 a.m.  

Volume 1, Issue 2 

November 2011 
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NEWS FROM OUR COMMITTEES 

TRINITY TRIBUNE  

The Endowment Fund of Trinity United Church of Gravenhurst  

The establishment of a Trinity United Church Endowment Fund was approved by the Official Board of Trinity United 
Church at its meeting on June 14, 1993. The Endowment Fund was passed by resolution February 6, 1994 at the 
Annual General Meeting of the congregation. The fund is primarily envisaged as long term growth and preservation 
of capital and to establish a solid reserve fund for the financial future of Trinity United Church.  

At the Annual General Meeting of the congregation February 6, 2005, By-Law 1 was passed which repeals and su-
persedes the above resolution in all matters relating to the governance of the existing fund.  

The gifts received into the Endowment Fund represent donations that have been retained as permanent endow-
ment by the donors. Investment income earned on resources of the Endowment will be transferred into the Gen-
eral Fund of the Church annually at an amount determined by the Committee and used under the direction of the 
Official Board.  

The investment income enables us to support the mission of the Church and still maintain our capital.  

The Endowment Committee invests and monitors the investments of funds received by way of  

      

      

      

Memorial cards are available in the Narthex of the church, the church office and Cavill Funeral Home.  

5ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ά9ƴŘƻǿƳŜƴǘ CǳƴŘέΦ  

This is a very significant way to build our Fund.  

A philosophical analogy regarding this fund: ά²Ŝ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǳǊƛǎƘ ŀƴ ƻŀƪ ǘǊŜŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǊπ
ǾŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎƻǊƴǎΦέ  

 

For further information you may contact Mr. Gord Maunder, Chair @ 705-687-6132 

There is something new and exciting going on in our Church!  This will be of interest to those who 

have young pre -school children and/or grandchildren.  A great way to socialize your child as well as 

meet new people. Trinity Playgroup, run by Misty Heikkila on Tuesday and Wednesday morn-

ings from 9:30 a.m. Ƌ11:30 a.m. in our auditorium.  If you are interested or know anybody who 

would be interested or could benefit from this type of social activity, please contact Misty at 705 -

687 -1224 .   
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THE BOOK WORM  
Book Reviews by Maryleah Otto 

Maryleah has come up with some books she feels would be of interest to many.  First up she 

reviews her latest selection:  THE HELP  by Kathryn Stockett.  A ómust readô book as well as a 

ómust seeô movie! 

 Since its publication in 2009 by G. P. Putnamôs Sons, The Help has enjoyed rave reviews 

internationally. It has also been made into a widely hailed movie starring Emma Stone, Octavia 

Spencer and Viola Davis. 

 The novel is set in Jackson, Mississippi at the beginning of the civil rights movement dur-

ing the 1960s. It is a story of three remarkable women, one white, two black. Skeeter Phelan is the 

white 22 year old daughter of a moderately well-to-do Southern family. She has finished university, 

is single, still living at home and dreaming of becoming a journalist. Aibileen is a black maid who 

works for one of Skeeterôs married friends, Elizabeth, looking after the house and children. Minny is 

also a black maid who works for Miss Hilly, another of Skeeterôs friends, as a caregiver for Hillyôs aging mother. Minny has had an 

unfortunate job history because she speaks her mind too often, thus angering her employers. 

  There is already unrest in the Deep South. Influenced by attitudes in the Yankee North, many blacks are calling for an end to 

segregation in the schools and public places. The goals of President John F. Kennedy and the dream of Martin Luther King are receiv-

ing significant support across the country. Yet the South still clings to the traditions of its past, the KKK is alive and well,  blacks still 

use ócoloredô washrooms and Woolworthôs lunch counter is for whites only. óBut the times, they are a-changin.ô 

 When Skeeter is encouraged by a New York publisher to write a book about what itôs really like to be a black maid serving a 

Southern family, she takes up the challenge eagerly but with heart-stopping anxiety. She knows she will need the help of Aibileen and 

Minny, and any other black maids who have the courage to help her. And it goes without saying that these women, should they agree, 

will literally be putting their lives on the line. In Mississippi, black men have been murdered for even talking about the activist move-

ment and black women have watched their hope of ever being employed by a white family disappear forever if theyôve dared to discuss 

the injustice of racism. Skeeter has no small task ahead of her. 

 Told in the voices of the three protagonists, the story moves ahead, carefully yet with the suspense of a cliffhanger. The rela-

tionships among Skeeterôs family members, her boyfriend Stuart and his parents (his father is the state governor), Skeeterôs Junior 

League ladies and sorority sisters ï all these complex reflections of the political attitudes and social mores of the South are deftly han-

dled by Stockton. She is an extremely gifted writer with an ear for dialogue and dialect. Her plot is skillfully crafted to be exciting and 

believable right to the last page and her characters come alive with every detail of their speech and actions.  

 For those who like to believe that although the old order changeth, God indeed does fulfill Himself in many ways, this memo-

rable novel with its glimpse of a light at the end of the tunnel will resonate in their consciousness for a long time. Highly recommended. 

Now that Santaôs putting the finishing touches on all the toys heôs going to load onto his sleigh on Christmas eve, hereôs the per-

fect gift book to give to all the little folks on your list. Itôs the traditional Nativity 

story but told by one of Canadaôs most beloved childrenôs authors in a most untradi-

tional way. 

 Listen, Said the Donkey: Tales of the First Christmas by Jean Little and 

illustrated by Werner Zimmermann is published by North Winds Press and is avail-

able in a beautiful hard cover edition for under $20. Although it is a picture book, it 

can be enjoyed by all ages. 

 When the story opens, the baby Jesus has already been born. A few days 

have passed. Mary, Joseph and the new baby have gone. An old camel stands peer-

ing through the window at the mound of hay where the precious baby had lain. Inside the stable, a donkey, a lamb, a small white 

dog and a tiny cat are thinking about the events they have so recently witnessed. All of the animals decide to tell the story of that 

first night, the night when Jesus was born and the flight of the family when they learned of Herodôs wicked plot to kill the child 

who is said to be the new king. 

 Each animal has played a part in the miraculous drama. Each one tells its tale from its own perspective. The effect is 

enchanting. The full-page colour illustrations are lovely. This beautiful book is one to treasure on the family bookshelf for gen-

erations to come. 



THOUGHTS...By Rosie Frampton 

On ChurchéòI like going to church 

every Sunday, it means a lot to me, 

very well indeed.ò 

On Cats and Plants:  ñI love all of my 

plants the same way I love Turby, they 

mean a lot to me.ò 

On Getting  Away: ñItôs nice to get 

away once and again.  It makes you 

feel the world of good I would say so.ò 

On Parades:  ñI am going to watch the 

parade I donôt want to miss it o.k.  I 

watch it every year, it is very  interest-

Ing, very well indeed.ò  

On Quiet Time:  ñI enjoy quiet time it 

means a lot to me more than anything in 

this world.ò 

Thanks Rosie! 

GETTING TO KNOW OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

By:  Maryleah Otto 

For this issue of the newsletter I had the great pleasure of interviewing 

Margaret Boyce and Doris Sayewell. Weôll chat with Margaret first. 

   

Margôs parents came from Amherst, Nova Scotia but owing to a poor 

economy there during the early years of the 20th century, they moved 

to Iroquois Falls in northern Ontario. It was a ócompany townô run by 

the Abitibi Power and Paper Company where her father had found a 

clerical position. The young couple started their family which grew to 

include four children. When Marg was only two and a half years old, 

her mother died, leaving two adolescent boys, a toddler and Marg. For 

a while, her father hired a housekeeper but the small two-bedroom 

house barely allowed space for a live-in helper plus a family of five 

people. When Marg was four, her father remarried. These were very 

unhappy years because losing her birth mother when she was so 

young had left a deep scar on Marg. The Great Depression only added 

to the familyôs problems, especially when her fatherôs salary was re-

duced by fifty percent. However, she fondly recalls many childhood 

activities with pleasure, such as picking blueberries and camping. She 

was an excellent student at school and her talents were recognized by 

good teachers who encouraged her to go to university. And so, when 

she was seventeen, she entered Queenôs University, Kingston, On-

tario. on a scholarship. 

 

Being away from home for the first time and having to make her own 

decisions and handle her own money opened up a whole new world 

for Margaret. This newfound freedom was sometimes difficult but overall her university life was ñwonderful.ò She was 

enrolled in General Arts and although she was an average student, she managed to retain her scholarship and to graduate. 

She was very active in the SCM ï the Student Christian Movement ï and it was here that she began to think deeply about 

theology. For a while she became a skeptic but the more conservative views of her SCM friends ñwere a lifesaver.ò It was 

also here that Marg met her future husband, Greer Boyce, a fellow Arts student who later went into Theology. Greer had 

had ña conversion experienceò thanks to the influence of a charismatic Scottish preacher of the United Church and this was 

the catalyst for his becoming a minister. Marg describes both herself and Greer as ñinnocentsò for they had come from 

humble rural beginnings. Both were also intellectuals at heart and their academic interests would soon take them to ñthe 

big city.ò 

 

After a courtship of two years, Marg and Greer were married in Queenôs Chapel. Upon ordination, Greer was posted to 

Tilston, Manitoba, part of a multi-point charge. Tilston was a prairie hamlet of less than 200 souls. People had neither hy-

dro nor running water. In dry spells, Marg and Greer had to carry water for a block from a nearby well. Shortly after their 

arrival, she became pregnant with her first child, a daughter, named after her. Then came a son, George. She recalls the 



dedicated country doctors who cared for patients in rural areas, often accepting poultry, meat or produce as payment when cash was 

in short supply. Greer had an old car, but since it often broke down, others kindly drove him to his duties. 

 

Soon Greer was granted a scholarship to study in New York City, so off they went by train to settle in student housing in the Big 

Apple. The accommodation, being part of an old army base, was small for a family of four but they managed. At least they had hy-

dro and running water. Upon his graduation, Greer was sent to Cartwright, Manitoba. Margôs memories of Cartwright bring tears to 

her eyes as she reminisces about ñthe wonderful people, not necessarily churchgoers, who were so kind, people who were the salt of 

the earth.ò While in Cartwright, three more children were born, Larry, Ellen and John. There were the usual duties for Marg as a 

ministerôs wife but she says she was never really burdened by them since they werenôt too numerous. 

 

In 1953 Greer was sent to Toronto to teach at Emmanuel College. The family moved again, this time for the long term. They at-

tended Manor Road United Church and Greer continued teaching until 1958. From then on he worked for the Church in various ca-

pacities. In 1972 they bought a cottage on Muldrew Lake and eventually settled permanently in Gravenhurst. Greerôs last years were 

spent at the Gravenhurst Manor, where Marg still lives. 

 

Marg believes that the role of organized religion in society is ñto exemplify and promote human love at all levels.ò While a totally 

secular society is not without these qualities, she feels that one needs a sense of ñthe mysterious, the beyondò if one is to realize their 

power and potential. She knows that drawing young people into church life today is not easy because society in general gives short 

shrift to this ñsense of the beyondò but she thinks that it can be done on a family basis. She sees the Church becoming ña house 

churchò in the future, not one of great cathedrals and edifices but one on a much more personal level. Marg is a woman of great 

faith. She is certain that the message of Jesus will prevail. It was a joy to speak with her. 

 

 

 

My visit with Doris Sayewell was a treat from beginning to end. 

As I turned off the highway and drove through the woods toward 

Lake Muskoka I knew I was in a beautiful spot. Doris was waiting 

at the door, welcoming me with open arms. The kettle was on the 

boil and the table was laid for afternoon tea ï chocolate gelatin 

dessert, homemade mince tarts and tea biscuits, cookies, cheese 

and crackers. A feast! A pretty little black and white cat came to 

greet me. 

  
Doris is 89 going on 30. Despite arthritis and the need of a cane, 

she fills her life with activities usually found in someone decades 

younger. Sharp as a tack and smartly dressed, she exudes warmth 

and hospitality. She was born on June 7, 1922 on a farm in the 

area of Maple, Ontario near where Weston Road and Teston Road 

cross. Home was a log house which Doris remembers as being 

cold in winter when the wind blew the snow in around the window 

frames.  There was no indoor plumbing. She used to wrap her 

clothes around the stovepipe to warm them on chilly mornings. 

Her father made a skating rink near the house as the Humber River 

flowed through the property and Doris and her brother used their 

motherôs brooder house as a change room. She attended a one-

room school that was a mile and a half away. There were no buses. The Great Depression brought its share of hardship but at least being 

farmers ensured that the family never went hungry. Still, there was no money for secondary education so Doris left school after grade 8. 

She met her husband George on a blind date when his friend brought him to a corn roast one summer evening. After a long dis-

tance courtship (George was in the R.C.A.F. in British Columbia) they were married two years later in Woodbridge United Church. After 

his stint in the air force, George got a job with the Toronto Transit Commission and the newlyweds moved into the city. At first they lived 

in one room on Glenholme Avenue but after six years there they bought a small house on Bude Street in the Eglinton and Oakwood district. 

They totally rebuilt and enlarged the place since they were now the parents of two children. When Dorisô grandmother offered to sell a 

piece of her farm to the young couple, Doris and  George returned to Teston and George found work with Orenda Engines where he be-

came involved in the ill-fated Arrow aircraft. He remained with Orenda for over 35 years. 

 

In 1986 the Sayewells came to Muskoka. ñIt was in Georgeôs blood,ò says Doris as she recounts the story of her father-in-law who 

had come from England and worked as a boatman for the wealthy American Mellon family. Her mother-in-law was an Irish immigrant who 

was working as a housemaid for the same family. So George already knew about Muskoka and had come to love it. Her parents-in-law 

were married in Trinity Church, Toronto, near where the Eaton Centre now stands. They settled in Newtonbrook, even making their own 

cement blocks with which to construct their home. The house is still there. Georgeôs father also had a small cottage on Lake Muskoka near 



Gravenhurst and when George and his sister inherited it, George bought his sisterôs share and he and Doris eventually made it their 

permanent home. They enlarged it and Doris lives in it to this day. Widowed for the last eight years, she has three grandsons and a 

granddaughter. 

 

Church has always been part of Dorisô life. At Teston United she was an elder and she taught Sunday School for many 

years. She proudly showed me a beautiful teacup and saucer that a little boy in one of her classes had given to her. She believes that 

todayôs many attractions occupy young peopleôs time and the Church canôt compete. Once it was óthe only game in townô but not 

anymore. She thoroughly enjoys the music, Bible readings and social life within the Church. She says that one of its major roles 

nowadays is to keep families together. She notes that young people often see hypocritical elements within the Church and this dis-

courages them from becoming part of a church family. Doris decries the suffering and wars and violence that are committed by any 

religion ñin the name of God.ò She wonders about euthanasia and feels that in some cases itôs justified, perhaps even has Godôs 

blessing. ñWould a loving God want us to suffer when He also gives us the means to help people put an end to their pain?ò She 

agrees itôs a very difficult issue but one that needs to be considered. She worries about the future of the Church and its financial sup-

port. 

 

And so, my thoroughly enjoyable afternoon winds down. A neighbor pops in with Dorisô mail. The phone rings. And the 

busy life of this wonderful woman continues. 

 

Continued from Pg. 1 

AND NOW...Words from Dan 

of performing carols in various venues, such as at church services as well as traveling to retirement homes and/or visiting shut-ins 

who otherwise would not get the opportunity to enjoy the unique music and sense of community that the ukulele and its devotees are 

striving to provide.  Keep your ears open for some sweet strumming this season! 

 

Hand Bells: Do you hear a ringing? We have just recently gotten our hands on a set of hand bells, which was purchased many years 

ago, in part, by members of our congregation. A brave cluster from our congregation has already stepped forward and offered to ring 

the bells for our upcoming Carol Service on December 18th at 10:30am. They will be performing a Christmas piece originally com-

posed by celebrated Canadian composer, Healey Willan, and reworked by Trinity's organist, Dan McCoy; the bells will warmly ac-

company Trinity's own Senior Choir. The church will retain possession of the bells until the end of May 2012, which gives our con-

gregation the opportunity to begin our own bell choir project, allowing those interested in ringing to explore some of the magical 

sounds that hand bells offer. Stay tuned in the new year for your chance to join, and, by all means, let Dan McCoy know about your 

interest should you wish to participate! 

 

December 18th Carol Service at 10:30: We are striving to create a musical smorgasbord of holiday carols for our congregation and 

community. Many special guests will perform including a brass quintet led by Neil Barlow, the conductor of the Muskoka Concert 

Band; the quintet also includes our own choir member, Roger Bolt. As well, the newly-formed ukulele group will present a carol, 

both strummed and sung. The hand bells will ring again for the first time during the Carol Service in a re-worked holiday piece by 

Healey Willan. And, last but certainly not least, Trinity's dedicated Senior Choir will perform various choral numbers, the centre-

piece of which will be "Sheep Will Safely Graze," one of the most famous cantata movements composed by Johann Sebastian Bach. 

Don't miss this extraordinary service and, for goodness sake, bring a friend! 

 

Christmas Eve Service: on Saturday evening, Dec. 24th, the church will again offer an opportunity to sing and to be sung to. Holi-

day carols are on offer for the whole family with vocal soloists including Penny Varney, Kaija Clark, Jenny Fletcher, and more! A 

great way to celebrate Christmas Eve in the community! 

 

Junior Choir, Fridays at 5 until 5:30pm. This is a great opportunity for children from our congregation to get together in order to 

prepare musical numbers for the benefit of all. This fall we have made two videos (see the church website), and we have performed 

numerous times for the congregation during the Sunday services. If you know of any children who would enjoy this opportunity to 

make joyful music with Dan McCoy and the Junior Choir, please tell us about them. We would love to welcome them in the new 

year! 

 

 

 



By Sharon Kittson 

TRINITY UNITED CHURCHôS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
 

This has been an exceptionally great Bazaar this year.  Not only financially, but Church 

community-wise as well.  Our bake table was overflowing with sumptuous delights, our  

tea room was filled to capacity from 11:00 a.m. on, our white elephant room had a me-

nagerie of items to choose from, our Christmas cakes and preserves moved quickly, our 

deli-table was jam packed with goodies to take home, the book room, twoonie table and 

jewellery rooms all enjoyed a lot of traffic throughout the day. The biggest joy for us 

was that we had some new faces join us this year to help in the various rooms.  We 

would like to mention that the men involved were most helpful in the kitchen, washing 

dishes, in the cloak room, hanging up coats and helping to put the church back in work-

ing order after the Bazaar.  We try not to fix what óainôt brokeô; however, we welcome 

new ideas all the time.  As at the end of the day on November 19th we tallied up 

$7,646.00; however, after Sunday Service and some outstanding orders from our Deli-table, we are over the $8,000.00 mark. The 

success of this yearly fundraiser allows for those ôextrasô that are not in the budget.  Everyone in this Church community has 

helped in some way or another, i.e., physically attending as a patron, providing the goods for our various rooms, donating funds to 

fill the sandwiches, or volunteering to be a part of the daily festivities.  From your Bazaar Committee, we thank you very much for a 

most successful year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

These are only some of our pictures.  You may have a look at more pictures  on our web-site, www.trinityu.ca  

 

 



 

An excerpt taken from Terry Foxôs web-site -http://terryfox.org/Run/  

It has become a fall tradition in Canada to gather your friends and family, lace on your shoes, bring our 

pledge sheets and attend your favourite Terry Fox Run site, where Organizers have no budget for expenses 

but have unlimited appreciation for your attendance! The Annual Run in Canada is usually hosted on the 

second Sunday after Labour Day, the month chosen by Terry to reflect when he had to stop running and when 

Canadians had to start. Outside Canada, the Run is organized on a date that is convenient for the Organizers). 

 Some of Cara Fletcherôs former classmates ran for Cara during this yearly event.  They took a picture and sent it 

along for us to share.  It is uplifting to know that Cara has touched the hearts of many, not only here at home.  

We love you Cara! 

 


